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I, 

California Code of Regulations 
Title 16. Professional and Vocational Regulations 

Division 13.8. Physician Assistant Board 

ORDER OF ADOPTION 

Amend Section 1399.502 of Article 1 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California Code of 
Regulations to read as follows: 

§1399.502. Definitions. 

For the purposes of the regulations contained in this chapter, the terms 

(a) "Board" means Physician Assistant Board. 

(b) "Code" means the Business and Professions Code. 

(c) "Physician assistant" means a person who is licdAs·ec1 by the board as a physician--
ass~nt. •· • 

(d) "Trainee" moans-a-person enrollcd--a-R-El--a€tively-pa-Fliepating in an approve€!-program 
0-HA-Slruction for-pR-y&ioian assistants. 

(£e) "Approved program" means a program for the education and training of physician 
assistants which has oeen approved by the e!2,oarq1, . 
~~~~fl-lisen-scdby the 
Medical Board of Califomia or a physician licensed by the Osteopathic Medioal--Boaf€1-ef.. 
Ga-l+fo.ffiia., 

(si§-) "Approved controlled substance education course" means an educational course 
approved by the eBoard pursuant to section 1399.610. 

(e) "Practice agreement" means the definition set forth in Section 3501 (k) of the Code 
and ii must contain the elements described in Section 3502.3/a) of the Code and section 
1399.540/a). 

(fl "Supervision" means the definition set forth in Section 3501 (f) of the Code. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 3510, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Section 3510, Business and Professions Code. 

Amend Section 1399.540 of Article 4 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California 
Code of Regulations 

§1399.540. Limitation on Medical Services. 

(a) A physician assistant may only provide thO".,e-medioal services-whicl+-he or she is 
cempe!en-1-to-perform and which are consislefl.t-with--the-p-hysieian assistant's educ-a.fu:m, 
tra+n-i~fl-ci el<perience, and which are dele§-aled in writing by a supervising physician 
who is responsible for the patient&-<;-ared--fo.r-ey that physician assistant. 

(e§.) :r-h-e-writiRiJ-wh-ieh-t!elegates the medical services shall be known as a delegiltioo-ef
ser-viees-a§reemeflt.-ln addition to meeting the requirements of Section 3502.3 of the 



Code. A-2 Ele-lB9ttHon of sewise-spractice agreement shall be s½}-ReEl--anEl-dated by the 
physician assistant and one or more authorized physicians and surgeons.-easlt
S\tf3eFV-ismffR3/D1oian. A delegation of services agreement-mBy be signeEI by-mo.re-#l-ali
one supervising physician only if the same-medical services have boen-t!Blegaled by 
each supervising physician./\ physician assistant may proviElo moElical services pursuant 
lo-more than on0-€1eleg-atiBR--o-f..serv1oos agroOfl'lefH7 

(eh) The b.6,oard or-Me€lical BoarEI of California er their its representative may require proof 
or demonstration of competence from any physician assistant for any tasks. procedures, 
or management ho or she isthey are performing. 

(Elg) A physician assistant shall consult with a physician rogarEling any task. proooElure. o-r 
Eliagnostic problem whieh the physician assistant determines eJCceeds his or her level of 
eompotonce or shall refer such cases lo a physician. If any task. procedure. or diagnostic 
problem exceeds the physician assistant's level of competence. they shall either consult a 
supervising physician and surgeon. or refer the patient to a physician and surgeon or 
licensed healthcare provider competent to render the services needed for the task. 
procedure. or diagnosis. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections-2G-=1~~ 3510, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Section§. 3502, 3502.3. 3509. 3516 and 3527. Business and Professions_ 
Code. 

Amend Section 1399.541 of Article 4 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California 
Code of Regulations 

§1399.541. Medical Services Performable. 

Be cau Ge-j,h-y&ieiafl.-assistant--pr-aB!i€e-is-€1irected by a supervicirl~m!-a
J3W1Sician assistant acts as an agoflt-fo.r--t-h-a½>AYsician, the orde~4-ta-sks-
~ a physioian assistant-sha11 be consider-eEI the same as if they haEI bceR 
g-iveH-and performeEI by the supervising physician. Unless other.vise specified-in-#!ese
fe§.ulatiGns-or in the Elelegation or prolocols,-these-orElers may be inilialeEI without the 
prior patient specific orEler of lh~-p1'fy'sician. 

In any setting, including for example, any licensed health facility, out-patient settings, 
patients' residences. residential facility_ie-s, and hospices, as applicable, a physician 
assistant may. pursuant to a Elelegationpractice agreementand protocols where present 

(a) Take a patient history; perform a physical examination and make an assessment and 
diagnosis therefrom; initiate, review and revise treatment and therapy plans including 
plans for those services described in Section 1399.541 (b) through Section 1399.541 (ii) 
inclusive; and record and present pertinent data in a manner meaningful to the physician. 

(b) Order or transmit an order for x-ray, other studies, therapeutic diets, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, respiratory therapy, and nursing services. 

(c) Order, transmit an order for, perform, or assist in the performance of laboratory 
procedures, screening procedures0 and therapeutic procedures. 

(d) Recognize and evaluate situations which call for immediate attention of a physician 
and institute, when necessary, treatment procedures essential for the life of the patient. 



(e) Instruct and counsel patients regarding matters pertaining to their physical and 
mental health. Counseling may include topics such as medications, diets, social habits, 
family planning, normal growth and development, aging, and understanding of and long
term management of their diseases. 

(f) Initiate arrangements for admissions, complete forms and charts pertinent to the 
patient's medical record, and provide services to patients requiring continuing care, 
including patients at home. 

(g) Initiate and facilitate the referral of patients to the appropriate health facilities, 
agencies, and resources of the community. 

(h) Administer or provide medication to a patient, or issue or transmit drug orders orally 
or in writing in accordance with the provisions of subdivisions (a)-(f), inclusive, of Section 
3502.1 of the Code. 

(i)(1) Perform surgical procedures as authorized by the practice agreement and in 
accordance with Section 3502 of the Code. Pefform surgioal-j3-rooedmes without the 
f)ef6eflai-j3renenee of-the-stl13ervisifl~ian-wh-ieh are oustomarily performed-uRder
lerol anesthesia. Prior to del~cal proeedures, the supervising. 
physieian shall revi~tefl-Whieh indieates that the physieian assistant-is
trai-ne€1-te-pe#efAl the surgioal procedures. /\II ether surgicali)f0£edures requiring other
forms-ef-a.Aes.thesia-ma.y be perfor~stant only in-#\e-j3ersonat- • 
f)fesenee of a supervising physieian. 

(2) A physician assistant may also act as first or second assistant in surgery under the 
su136f\/isiofl of a supervising physieian as authorized by the practice agreement and in 
accordance with Section 3502 of the Code. The physiBiafl-a&Si&tan-1-may-se-aet
w+theut-lhe person a I pre sen ee of the-supervi&iflg-f)h.y&ic-iafHf-#!e-supOfV+sif\g-
phys ieia n is immediately availaBJ • " ~ 
means the physieian is phy-siBa-lly-aeeessible and able lo return to the patient, without 
any delay, upon the request of the physieian assistant to address any situation 
req.uififf§- the supervising physician's serviees. 

(j) Perform any other services authorized by the practice agreement for which the physician 
assistant is qualified in accordance with the requirements of Section 3502 of the Code. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 2018, 3502 and 3510, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Sections 20a8, 3501, 3502, aRd--3502.1. 3502.3 and 3509, Business and 
Professions Code. 

Amend Section 1399.545 of Article 4 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California 
Code of Regulations 

§1399.545. Supervision Required. 

(a) A supervising physician shall be available-~F&0fl by telephone. or by other 
electronic communication at-aH-times-when the physician assistant is earinqproviding 
medical services for patients. 



(-0}-A-s1ctpewis-ing physician shall deleg-ale-10--a-fl.Jqysisiafl assistant only those tasks and 
~nsistent with the supervising physician's spooiai-ty--Of-uwal--a-A4--Gl+!Gma-i=y
f)faC----tioe-a~ient's he a lth--afl-6--00fl€lioofu 

fo-)---A--s-upervising physician cha II observe or review-evidenoe of the physician assistant's 
peicfofma-nce of all tasks--a-n€1---pr-ecedures to be-€1elegated to the physici-a-n-a-sr;istant un-t+l
amed of compete-ney,-

(d) The physician assistant and the supervising physician shall establish in Wfi-tiRg-
transport an~ prooedures for the irnmediate-Gaffi-Gf-f)at-ieAts-wJ:io are in need of 
emergO-RB'f-G-□-FO-beyond tho--pl:Jysioian assistant's soope of praclice for such times when
a-wpervising physiBia-n--is---ne-1--0n the premise&.-

(e) A physician assistan-t-a-nd---His or her supervismg--J3-h-ys-ieiaR-shall establish in writing-
guidelines for the adequate supervision of tho physician assistant 1Nhich shall include one 
or more of the following mechan~ 

(1) Examination of the pat~-is-iftg-physieian the same-day as care is givB-R
ay--the-physioiafl-a-ssslafw, 

(2) Countersignature and daUng of all medical reoefG&-Written by the physician assistant 
wit-run thirty (30) days that the care was given by the physician assistant; 

f3t-The--s~oian--may ado pt p rote cols-~ovem--lRe-pe.ffornoe of a 
physician assista-nt-fo+-some or all tasks. The mini™ content for a protocol gover-ning
diagnosis and management as referred to in this section shall include the presenoe or 
a-13sence of symptoms, signs, and other data---neoessary to establish a diagnosis or 
a-ssossment, any appropriate tests or studies to order, drugs to recommend to the 
patient, and education to be given th-G-p-atie-nl--F-GF--prntocols govern+ng procedures, the 
protocol shall state the infer-ma-ti0-R-to be given the patient,----the--A-a-!-u-re--ent to 
be obtained-from the patient, the-pr-e-p-a-ratto-fl-af1-d-teehn+que--E}f--tRe procedurG-;---afl-d....the
foliGw..Hp--oa-Protocols shall be d~d-e-y---1-he--pRYcician, adopted from, or 
fO-fe-fenced to, texts Of--0-ther COUFGOS. Pratooo-l&-sh-all--n4-0ated-By--th€
suporvising physician-and the physician-assistant. The supervising physician shall 

• , • , 0 e of medical recof€1~ 
treate-d-by-tRe physician assistant functio-n+ng under these protocols within thirty (30) 
days. The physician shall so loot for review those cases 1Nhich by diagnosis, problem, 
tre-at~ocedure represent;-+n-h-is or her judgment, the most significant risl< to the 
j3f1-tie-nF, 

(4) Other mechanisms approved in advance by the board. 

(fg_) The supervising physician has continuing responsibility to follow the progress of the 
patient and to make sure that the physician assistant does not function autonomously 
without supervision. The supervising physician shall be responsible for all medical 
services provided by a physician assistant under h-is-Bf---he-rtheir supervision. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 2018, 3502 GR€I 3510, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Sections 3501. 3502. 3502.3 and 3516, Business and Professions Code. 
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